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This is one of a set of specifications for BIBFRAME 2.0. 
 
Class bf:Item  
Class bf:Item is defined for BIBFRAME 2.0. It is a core BIBFRAME class, one of three core classes: 
Work, Instance, and Item.  
                                         Classes 

Class SubClass Of 
bf:Item  
bf:UsageAndAccessPolicy  
bf:UsePolicy bf:UsageAndAccessPolicy 
bf:AccessPolicy bf:UsageAndAccessPolicy 
bf:RetentionPolicy bf:UsageAndAccessPolicy 
bf:Sublocation  
bf:EnumerationAndChronology  
       bf:Enumeration bf:EnumerationAndChronology 
       bf:Chronology bf:EnumerationAndChronology 
bf:ShelfMark bf:Identifier 
       bf:ShelfMarkDdc                 bf:ShelfMark 
       bf:ShelfMarkLcc                 bf:ShelfMark 
       bf:ShelfMarkNlm                 bf:ShelfMark 
       bf:ShelfMarkUdc                 bf:ShelfMark 
bf:Barcode bf:Identifier 

         
Properties of bf:Item 

Property Expected Value 
bf:usageAndAccessPolicy bf:UsageAndAccessPolicy (or subclass)  

covers access conditions, as well as policies 
including those for lending, reproduction, 
and retention 

bf:heldBy Entity that holds the Item. A bf:Agent 
(person, organization, etc.).  

bf:subLocation bf:Sublocation 
bf:physicalLocation Literal 
bf:electronicLocator rdf:Resource 
bf:enumerationAndChronology bf:EnumerationAndChronology  
bf:itemOf bf:Instance   



 
 
In addition: 

• an Item may have: 
o a note, provided by bf:note; 
o an identifier (e.g. a barcode or shelfmark), provided by bf:identifiedBy. 

• bf:hasItem is also defined, a property of bf:Instance, reciprocal property of bf:itemOf. 
• Generic property bf:status may be included. It may be used for example to supply the 

circulation status. 
 
Example 
A Work, http://bibframe.example.org/work/workX which is a monograph, has an Instance, 
http://bibframe.example.org/instance/instanceY,   which has an Item 
http://bibframe.example.org/item/Item Z. 
 

 
<http://bibframe.example.org/item/itemZ >        
          a                                          bf:Item ; 
         bf:heldBy                            [rdfs:label “Library of Congress” ] ; 
         bf:subLocation                   [rdfs:label  “Prints and Photographs Division” ]  ; 
         bf:physicalLocation           [rdfs:label  “Reference collection” ]  ; 
         bf:itemOf                            <http://bibframe.example.org/instance/instanceY>  ; 
        bf:shelfMarkLcc             [rdf:value “LB2395.C65 1991” ] ; 
         bf:usageAndAccessPolicy [ 
                                                              a                   bf:AccessPolicy ; 
                                                         rdf:value  “unrestricted”  ] ; 
        bf:status                               [rdf:label  “available” ]  ; 
        bf:note                                 [rdf:label    “Page 31 torn” ]  . 
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